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Step One  
Get Started

2 CHAPTER 1 � A Pep Talk for Parents, Picky or Not
This Book is For You  •  More Choices Than Ever  •  Get Smart About School Types •  Why
Making a Proactive Choice Helps Your Child  •  How to Find a Great School that Fits Your
Child and Your Family  •  Great School Quality Factor Preview •  When to Start? •  The
Step-by-Step Process to Make the Right Choice  •  How to Find a Great School That Fits: 
A Step-by Step Approach (map) •  Recurring Picky Parent Guide Features  •  How to Use
this Book  •  A Clear View: We Are a Team

Step Two 
Solve the Great Fit Puzzle – Child, Family and School

Discover Your Child’s Needs

22 CHAPTER 2 � Ladies and Gentlemen, Introducing…Your Child
Sorting Out Your Child’s Unique Needs  •  The Great Fit Triangle  •  Focus on the Four Fit
Factors  •  What Matters for Matching My Child to a School? •  How to Learn More about
Your Child •  One Child, Many Viewpoints  •  Signs of a Great and Not-So-Great Fit Between
Child and School •  Getting Help: Professional Testing and Counseling •  Prioritizing Your
Child’s Needs: Must Haves and Nice to Haves  •  Viewpoint: Whole Child •  Viewpoint: 
A Rainbow •  Child “Quick Think” •  Child Needs Summary

40 CHAPTER 3 � What Does Your Child Need to Learn? (Fit Factor #1)

Identifying Your Child’s Content Learning Needs  •  Basic Learning Capability  •
Viewpoint: Multiple Intelligences •  Take Care When Having Your Child Tested •  When Your
Child’s I.Q. and Academic Skills Don’t Match •  When Your Child’s Reading, Writing and
Math Skills Don’t Match •  Other Capabilities (Musical, Artistic, Physical & Hands-On,
Social & Leadership, Creativity, English as a Second Language)  •  Interests  •  Your Five
Year Old Truck Nut: What To Do?! •  Personalized Great Fit Checklist
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60 CHAPTER 4 � How Does Your Child Learn Best? (Fit Factor # 2)

Kids Learn in Different Ways  •  Learning Styles  •  Viewpoint: Learning Styles •
Motivation (to learn and perform in school)  •  Physical or Mental Health Challenges  •
Behavioral Challenges  •  Learning Disorders and Disabilities •  Viewpoint: All Kinds of
Minds •  Self-Understanding

86 CHAPTER 5 � What Are Your Child’s Social and Practical Needs? 
(Fit Factors #3 and 4)

SOCIAL ISSUES •  Your Child’s Friends   
PRACTICAL MATTERS •  Essential Activities (outside of school)

Uncover Your Family’s Needs

94 CHAPTER 6 � Psst! Yeah You – Your Family Has Needs, Too
What Makes Your Family Tick?  •  Signs of a Great Family-School Fit •  Great Family Fit
Footbridge •  Signs of a Poor Fit Between Family and School •  The Great Fit Triangle  •
Focus on the Four Fit Factors  •  How To Identify and Articulate Your Family’s Needs  •
Prioritizing: Must Haves and Nice to Haves  •  What Matters for Matching My Family to a
School?  •  Values, Morals, Ethics and Religion: When Does School Matter More? •  Values,
Morals, Ethics and Religion: When Does School Matter Less? •  How Does a School Reinforce
Values? •  The Challenge of “Being Your Own Family” •  Family “Quick Think” •  Family
Needs Summary

114 CHAPTER 7 � What Do You Want Your Child to Learn? (Fit Factor #1)

Identifying Your Family’s Learning Content Values and Goals  •  Values about Content  •
Goals for Your Child 

122 CHAPTER 8 � How Do You Want a School to Interact with Your Child?
(Fit Factor #2)

How Your Child Learns: The Family Perspective  •  Values about Student Conduct Rules  •
Values about How Children Should Learn (Teaching Method and Classroom Behavior
Management)  •  Your Role as Advocate for Your Child

132 CHAPTER 9 � What are Your Family’s Social and Practical Needs?
(Fit Factors #3 and 4)

SOCIAL ISSUES •  The Parent Community  •  Parent Involvement  •  The Student
Community  •  Peer Race and Income: Will They Affect My Child’s Learning? •  I Want My
Child to Attend a Certain School, School Type or School Design  •  Does the Grade Span
of Your Child’s School Matter?
PRACTICAL MATTERS •  Child Care  •  Schedule  •  Transportation  •  Location  •  Your Other
Children  •  Money  •  Does Paying More Get More for Your Child? •  Making Sense of it All
•  Heads or Tails Money Worksheet
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Know What You Need from a School

158 CHAPTER 10 � The Puzzle Solved: A Personalized Profile of Your Great Fit School 
What Kind of School Will Meet Your Needs?  •  The Great Fit Triangle: The Third Piece of
the Puzzle  •  Focus on the Four Fit Factors  •  What Matters for Matching a School to My
Child and Family?  •  Short-Cut Tables for Common Child and Family Needs  •  Thinking
for Yourself: Matching School Offerings to Your Needs  •  School Designs Defined •
School Type, School Design, School Culture  • Prioritizing Your Many Fit Needs  •
Example Completed Personalized Great Fit Checklist •  Fit Factors Unfolded

Step Three  
Learn About Truly Great Schools: 
The Secret Ingredients Revealed

180 CHAPTER 11 � What Really Separates the Best from the Rest?
The Seven Great School Quality Factors  •  Quality Supports Fit, Fit Supports Quality  •  
Meeting Individual Needs: Mission Impossible?  •  So, Can I Pick and Choose Great School
Quality Factors? •  How Small Should a Small Group Be? •  Great School Superhero (graphic)
•  What About This? (class size, school size, school year length) •  What About That? (multi-
age groups and staying with same teacher, academic awards and recognition, grades vs.
portfolios vs. class rank) •  But, But, But…(homework policy, attendance rates, computer
technology) •  What About Test Scores? Don’t They Tell Me All I Need to Know?  •  And
What About Teachers? If They’re All Great, Is That Enough?  •  Your Nagging Doubts: Can
You Do This? Should You? Why Bother?  •  Keep Your Own Expectations High  •  Great
School Quality Checklist

202 CHAPTER 12 � Great School Quality Factors #1 - 4: The Core Four
Great School Quality Factor #1: Clear Mission Guiding School Activities  •  Great School
Quality Factor #2: High Expectations for All Students  •  Breadth: When Does More Do
More for Your Child? •  To Think or Not to Think? What Are “Thinking Skills”? •  Great
School Quality Factor #3: Monitoring of Progress and Adjusting Teaching  •  Does My
Child Need a Formal Assessment? •  Testing Feedback: Surviving the Jargon •  Do Schools
Spend Too Much Time on Standardized Tests? •  Great School Quality Factor #4: Focus on
Effective Learning Tasks  •  Learning to Read: My Way or the Highway?

226 CHAPTER 13 � Great School Quality Factors #5 and 6: The Supporting Two
Great School Quality Factor #5: Home-School Connection  •  Great School Quality
Factor #6: Safe and Orderly Environment

236 CHAPTER 14 � Great School Quality Factor #7: The Bedrock
Quality Factor #7: Strong Instructional Leadership  •  Assessing School Leadership: Take
the Leap  •  Here to Stay? Rising and Falling Stars  •  The Seven Great School Quality
Factors: Make Them Part of You
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Step Four  
Get the Scoop on Schools

248 CHAPTER 15 � Sharpen Your Pencil: Grade Your School Options
The Active Hunt Begins: Surviving the Twists and Turns  •  Build Your List of Target
Schools  •  Special Programs within a Larger School •  Get the Real Scoop on Schools:
Read, Look, Listen  •  Rezoning Blues •  Panicky Parent Pressure Valve •  Example Completed
Personalized Great Fit Checklist and Great School Quality Checklist •  School List Tool  •
Interview Forms for Principal, Teacher and Parent

Step Five  
Make Your Choice, Make It Happen

278 CHAPTER 16 � Decisions, Decisions: Choose the Right School
It’s Time to Decide  •  Open Your Mind  •  “Feeder Schools”: A Leg Up? •  Peer and Family
Pressure Nipping at Your Heels  •  Peer and Family Pressure: Let Confidence be Your
Reward for Hard Work •  Perfect Quality and Perfect Fit are Rare  •  Home Sweet Home:
Should You School There? •  Conflict on the Road to Making a Choice  •  A Story: Parents
Defer to Their Child’s Needs •  A Story: A Child’s Needs Open New Windows in a Family’s World •
Holding Back and Grading Up: Should You? •  Involve Your Child  •  When is Switching
Schools Worth the Effort? •  The Final March to Choosing a School  •  School Comparison
Worksheet  •  Example Completed School Comparison Worksheet

296 CHAPTER 17 � Getting In Is More Than Spin: Secure a Slot for Your Child
The Waiting Game  •  Logistics: Get Organized, Stay Organized  •  Model School Choice
Calendar  •  Testing, Group Observations and the Like  •  Relationships  •  To Prep or not to
Prep? •  Up Your Odds: Understand The Admissions Game •  Tips for Getting In: Public Schools
(your assigned school, public magnet schools, other public schools in your district, by
petition, by choice plan, public charter schools)  •  Tips for Getting In: Private Schools  •
Tips for Getting In: Special Programs within Larger Schools  •  Tips for “Getting In”: Home
Schooling  •  When You Don’t Get Your Top Pick School  •  Getting In Is More Than Spin! 
A When-It’s-Time-to-Get-Practical Checklist

Step Six  
Make the Most of It

320 CHAPTER 18 � Get the Best Results (Whatever School Your Child Attends)
Make the Most of What You’ve Got  •  Prepare to Begin the Next Year of School  •
Prepare the School for Your Child  •  Choosing Not Just a School But a Teacher  •
Prepare Your Child for the School  •  Partner with Your Child’s Teachers During the School
Year  •  Keep Communication Flowing  •  Resolving Parent-Teacher Conflicts • Invest in Your
Child  •  Invest in Your Child’s School •  Changing a School •  Make Up for School
Shortcomings at Home  •  Oops! Something’s Gone Wrong! When is it Time to Make a
Change?  •  Fixing Fences:  When You’ve Flown in the Face of Friends and Family  •
Parting Words  •  Getting What You Don’t Get at School Parenting Planner
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37 Child "Quick Think"

38 Child Needs Summary   

59 Personalized Great Fit Checklist   

Also on page 363.  Examples on pages 176, 266 and 267. 

109 Family "Quick Think"

110 Family Needs Summary

154 Heads or Tails Money Worksheet

200 Great School Quality Checklist   

Also on page 364.  Examples on pages 268 and 270.

272 School List Tool

273 Principal Interview

274 Teacher Interview
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